
MESSAGE FROM THE BOARD 

This has been a busy year for the Villard BID. Through a series of public meetings, 

we collected important feedback from all stakeholders associated with the district 

building. Devoted business owners, residents, and community partners worked 

together in focus groups to help us gather information which we have compiled in a 

visioning summary report. The report contains a vision for the district and contains 

strategies for getting there. It will not only help the Board in its decision making 

responsibilities, but serve as a guide for entrepreneurs and developers interested in 

our part of the city. We hope that you were able to take part in the process and will 

support our efforts to move Villard forward. 
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Pictured above from left to right are BID #19 Board 
Directors: Mike Malatesta (Vice President), Kimberly Boldt 
(past President), Andre Carter, Jeanette Wright- Claus, Jeff 

Hanewall (current President), and Brian Rott. 
Not Pictured: Willie Smith & Chastity Berry-Rowe (Treasurer). 

BID #19 offices will be CLOSED 
on December 25th and 31st, 2019. 

The Board has already acted on some of our strategies. We hope you have seen 

the newly painted light poles, bike racks, and the public art on some of the bus 

stops that were sponsored by the BID. We have also initiated some programs to 

help business owners upgrade their facades and signage. We are looking forward 

to much more visible results coming in 2020. 

If you haven’t already, please join our contact list so you can be apprised of our 

meetings and programs. And if you are interested in joining the Board, please let 

us know. 

Have a wonderful rest of the year and a prosperous New Year. 

Jeff Hanewall, 

BID #19 Board President 
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"PIZZA, PITCHERS, AND PITCHES" BUSINESS NETWORKING 
EVENT 

The Villard BID held its first business networking event, 
“Pizza, Pitchers, and Pitches" on April 1, 2019 from 5:30pm-7:30pm at 
the Tomato Patch bar located at 5173 N. 35th street. The event was 
an opportunity to fellowship with our business neighbors while 
patronizing our host business over pizza while learning about the 
importance of businesses having a ready-to-go elevator pitch. 

The old “sales story” goes: A sales rep gets into an elevator & guess 
who steps in next to him? The CEO of that company! The rep 
has :60 seconds before the elevator hits the top floor. What does he 
tell the CEO? Hence the elevator pitch was born. It simply states that 
you must be able to clearly articulate to someone what you do & how 
you provide value in 1 minute or less. An elevator pitch is important 
because it communicates the most important aspects of your business 
and services within a short amount of time. We thank you to everyone 
who came out. 

BACK DOWN MEMORY LANE: TOUR OF OLD 

NORTH MILWAUKEE 

This year our BID (Business Improvement District) #19 held its annual 
"Jane's Walk" of Villard Avenue on Saturday, May 11 from 10am-Noon. 
Led by BID manager, Angelique Sharpe, the "Back Down Memory Lane" tour 
started at the Villard Square Library and focused on visiting and reflecting 
on the historical significance including both former and current uses of 
commercial buildings in our district. Some of the participant favorites were: 
The historic Ritz Theater (3608 W. Villard Avenue, and the Historic 
Firehouse, now home to the North Milwaukee ArtHaus (5151 N. 35th 
Street). After the walk, we gathered at the library for reflections and 
refreshments. We also had a special guest, World War II veteran Art Schmitz 
who grew up in old North Milwaukee, and had copies of his book, A Tourist 
in Uniform, available for autograph and purchase. Thank you to all of you 
who participated! 
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Above: Tour Participants snap a photo in front of the Historic Ritz- Villa 
Theater during our annual Jane's Walk of Villard Avenue Event. 

Above, Jane Jacobs Source: Wikipedia 

Above Photos from BID #19's Business Networking Event 

Villard BID Director Brian Rott chauffeurs 
World War II Veteran Art Schmitz on the Back 
Down Memory Lane Tour.

The Jane's Walk is a national 
community-based approach and 
movement to neighborhood 
planning and city building that uses 
citizen-led walking tours to make 
space for people to observe, reflect 
share, question, and re-imagine 
the places in which they live, work 
and play. 

Jane Jacobs (1916-2006) was a 
writer, Urbanist, and activist who 
championed the voices of everyday 
people. For more information, visit 
www.JanesWalkMKE.org.

http://www.janeswalkmke.org/


VILLARD PARTICIPATES IN DOORS OPEN MKE 2019 

VILLARD AVENUE PARTNERS WITH 

THE BIG CLEAN MKE, TO HELP KEEP 

MILWAUKEE BEAUTIFUL 

On August 18, 2019, volunteers, residents and local 
neighborhood groups including BID #19, and our Alderman, 
Common Council President Ashanti Hamilton, teamed 
together across 11 aldermanic districts to participate in 
the BIG CLEAN MKE. In memory of Greg "Ziggy" 
Zyszkiewicz and managed by Arlisia McHenry, it was a 
well-organized city wide clean up event completing  
Alderman Russell Stamper's "BIG Serve MKE" week. 

The community clean-up was a great way to get to know our 
business neighbors and beautify our business 
corridor. Thanks to Keep Greater Milwaukee Beautiful 
(KGMB), all clean-up tools & supplies were provided. After 
the clean-up, Alderman Stamper provided a lunch 
reception at Good City Brewing. The Villard Avenue BID 
#19 looks forward to participating again in next year's 
event. Thanks to everyone who participated this year! 

On September 28th & 29th, the Villard BID#19 
partnered with Historic Milwaukee Inc, for 
their annual "Doors Open MKE" event. This 
two-day event offers behind the scenes tours 
of more than 170 buildings throughout 
Milwaukee’s downtown and neighborhoods. 

We were excited to open the doors to some of most unique places and 
spaces to offer tours for the neighbors, tourists, and guests from all 
walks of life took the time out to travel over to Villard Avenue to 
stop by our participating businesses. Below are photos taken from 
inside our businesses during the event. We enjoyed opening our 
doors and look forward to making this one of our signature annual 
events and thank our participating businesses. 

Tourists  at Oasis Lounge Former Pieper Power HQ North Mke Arthaus 
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REVITALIZING VILLARD AVENUE: A STRATEGIC PLAN 

An integral piece in the development for the Revitalization of BID 
#19 was the participation and public input provided by various 
stakeholders of Villard Avenue. Community input was gathered in 
a variety of ways. In  May 2019,  two  visioning  sessions were 
held to solicit feedback from stakeholders regarding the future of 
Villard Avenue. These visioning sessions facilitated by staff from 
Havenwoods Economic Development Corporation, were designed to 
solicit feedback from stakeholders which included residents, 
business owners, investors and partners. 

The visioning sessions coupled with a set of public surveys helped to 
better inform BID #19 as we plan a range of program options to 
further strengthen the corridor, as well as identify development 
ideas for properties that are currently vacant or vulnerable to 
change. The goal was to build on existing revitalization plans and 
create an up to date strategy for the revitalization of Villard Avenue. 

Above and Bottom Left, community members plan their business 
district 

During the course of both visioning planning sessions, participants 
were asked to provide input about the following: 

 Strengths

 Weaknesses

 Opportunities

 Threats

 Economic structuring preferences

 Perceptions of Villard Avenue

 Image Preference Survey

Each visioning session was closed out with the question posed to the 
participants regarding their current feelings and perceptions of Villard 
Avenue. BID #19 will be publishing our strategic plan in a professional 
booklet that will be available to the public ahead of the new year. We 
would like to say THANK YOU to all who participated and gave input. 

MARKETING & PROMOTING OUR BUSINESS DISTRICT 
The Villard Avenue Business Improvement District 
#19 understands the value our businesses bring to 
our corridor and promotion is a key element in putting 
across the benefits of our business products and 
services to customers. On our mission to have well- 
designed marketing and promotional strategies to 
ensure long-term success, bring in more customers 
and ensure profitability for businesses, we partnered 
with Ssali Media Group to create Villard's brand 
package and "Invest, Own, and Support" campaign. 

Our goal with this campaign is to garner the attention 
of investors and developers to consider Villard in 
their projects. Additionally, we want to reach 
business owners to expand their home-based 
businesses to occupy empty storefronts and solicit 
our community to come out and support small 
businesses. As we revitalize Villard Avenue, various 
media platforms will be used to promote our 
businesses such as bus stops, billboards, bus ads, 
street banners, social media, and news outlets. 
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The Villard Avenue BID 
continues to work with 
Milwaukee Police Department 
Districts 4 & 7 to help keep the 
BID safe. At this time, we are 
setting up one on one 
meetings with businesses and 
our Community Liaison officers 
(CLO's) to establish stronger 
relationships within the 
Department. We would like to 
send a special Thank you to 
officers Carrie, Tracey, and 
Bowie for all of your hard work 
in our district this year.

SAFETY ON VILLARD 
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RESTORING VILLARD'S VISUAL VIBRANCY 

Recognizing that a street is a public place where people are able to engage in 
various activities, the Villard Avenue Business Improvement District #19 
understands that the appearance of our business corridor and its visual effect 
largely influences where people interact, and ultimately helps define a 
community’s aesthetic quality, economic activity, health, and sustainability. 
Street appearance was also a major concern expressed by participants at our 
visioning sessions and was also reported as a district weakness in our surveys. 
Our Board of Directors appreciated all of your honesty and has incorporated 
that feedback into the strategic plan for Villard which includes intentional 
beautification efforts. 

Angelique Sharpe, BID #19 manager, has led the efforts to restore our 
business corridor's visual vibrancy. As you drive or walk through Villard 
Avenue, we invite you to celebrate with us, all of the small efforts that lead 
to the larger victories. On the left and below, we have provided photos of 
streetscaping projects completed this year. Stay tuned for more 
enhancements, and we thank you for your continued support of Villard Avenue. 

Some of the streetscaping 

projects that the Villard 

Avenue BID completed in 2019 
included the refurbishing of our 

light poles, trash receptacles, 

bike racks, and the installation 

of our "Becoming Villard" 
public art project in partnership

with MCTS. 

Facebook: VillardAvenueBID / Instagram: villardbid19 / Twitter: @vbid19 PAGE 5 



VILLARD BUSINESSES SPOTLIGHT 

THE CORN KING restaurant has been 
making a name for itself throughout 
Milwaukee over the past 3 years with their 
food trucks that provide both fresh roasted 
corn on the cob, and corn off the cob with 
nearly every flavor that you can add to 
wings. No longer do you have to wait for 
summer festivals to enjoy hot, buttered, 
sweet roasted corn seasoned to your 
pleasure. This past May, The Corn King 

officially expanded its business operations to include a dine-in 
restaurant at 2904 West Villard Ave. located in the restaurant space 
that is combined with the BP on Teutonia and Villard. 

We invite you to experience their delicious & delightful 
Sweet Roasted Corn. The Corn King is open 7 days a week from 
2:00 pm-9:30pm daily. At The Corn King you can experience the 
wonderful tastes of summer all year long! Come on out and 
support your newest business neighbor, support a small 
business, and recycle your dollar in your own neighborhood! 

Pictured Above: Mayor Tom Barrett, Common Council President 
Ashanti Hamilton, Rise & Grind Cafe Team, BID #19 
management,  WHEDA, Brinshore & Index Development Teams 
including professionals Rafael Garcia, Jackie Carter, Alex 
Walker, Heidi Henley, and Que El-Amin. grew out of the ACRE 
(Associates in Commercial Real Estate) program run by Marquette 
University and LISC. 
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THE NISHA GROUP: BID #19 would like to send our congratulations to Manisha Dotson, owner 
of the Nisha Group for her U.S. Small Business Administration Award. On March 15, 2019 the 
Nisha Group was awarded Wisconsin’s 2019 Graduate of the Year Award. Located at 3328 
W. Villard Ave, The Nisha Group LLC is home to the Milwaukee Rangers, a licensed and 
fully credentialed private security service. The Rangers pride themselves in being distinctive, 
friendly, and professional security officers who provide above standard security 
services. Former Milwaukee police officers are represented in the management which oversees 
and trains its staff of 30. For more information, visit: www.nishagrouprangers.com 

THE VILLARD COMMONS: Thursday November 7, 2019, the new 
Villard Commons mixed-used development, located at 3619 W. 
Villard Ave. Spearheaded by Index Development Group in 
partnership with Brinshore Development, broke ground on the $ 8.3 
million, 4 floor, mixed-use new development. The Villard Commons 
boasts 43 residential units situated above 1,167 square feet of 
commercial space. 

In addition to affordable housing, amenities include 26 secured 
parking spaces, a community room, and fitness center for 
residents. Rise and Grind Café currently located on Historic King 
Drive in the former Growing Power Café will open its 3rd location in 
the development’s commercial space and will become the first full 
service dine in restaurant in the Villard Business Corridor. 

http://www.nishagrouprangers.com/


ACCEPTAB0LE FAÇADE GRANT USES: 











SECURITY CAMERAS 

EXTERIOR LIGHTING 

PERMANENT SIGNAGE 

AWNINGS 

SHATTERED 

RESISTANT WINDOWS 

(If windows are not previously 

damaged. Also, windows must be 
coupled with at least one other 
façade improvement.) 

 LANDSCAPING

Above Photos of Miracles Training Center's 
Facade Improvements made possible through the 
collaboration of BID #19 's Facade, Safety, & 
Signage Grant, and business owner Melia 
Jackson. 

(Must be visible from the street. If 
grant issued for landscape only, 
the building’s façade must not 
have any exterior code 
violations.) 

NOTICE: Applicants can only apply once during each funding cycle which are from January 

to June and from July to December. BID #19 reserves the right to change or modify grant 
program requirements, guidelines and /or funding cycles. 

FACTS ABOUT VILLARD AVENUE 

Are you a business in need of financial assistance to make exterior upgrades to your business? If so, the Villard 
Avenue BID has reimbursement grants available to businesses that partner with us to make facade improvements. 

DID YOU KNOW: Villard Avenue is named after 
German immigrant, Journalist, Railroad Tycoon, journalist, 
and abolitionist Henry Villard? Henry Villard was born 
Ferdinand Heinrich Gustav Hilgard on April 10, 1835 in 
Speyer Rhenish Bavaria, Germany. Due to tensions with 
his father, he sailed to the United States, and adopted the 
name (Henry) Villard to conceal his identity from anyone 
(that may be) intent on making him return to Germany. As 
a journalist, Villard eventually met the most outspoken 
abolitionist of the day, William Lloyd Garrison who was the 
editor of the controversial magazine “The Liberator.” He 
later married Garrison’s daughter Helen Frances “Fanny” 
Garrison, a women's suffrage advocate.

She and their son Oswald Garrison Villard were two of the original founders of 
the NAACP. Villard also became friends with Thomas Edison, understanding the 
need for electricity, while it was still in its infancy, Villard worked with Edison to 
develop the first electric powered trains.

In 1858 while working as a reporter /journalist for the Stats-Zeitung 
magazine,Villard met Abraham Lincoln, and the two became acquainted while 
caught in a storm waiting for a train. Henry Villard was the only journalist that 
President Lincoln allowed to travel with him on his presidential campaign. And in 
1890 Henry Villard, and Henry Clay Payne created the Milwaukee Electric 
Railway Company, which established the first real electric streetcar. Villard died 
in November 1900 in NY. 

Photo source: Henry Villard, Wikipedia and Fact info submitted by BID #19 resident 
Charlene Snowden.

Facebook: VillardAvenueBID / Instagram: villardbid19 / Twitter: @vbid19 

Villard BID Executive Director: 
Stephanie Harling

Villard BID Manager:
Angelique Sharpe

CALL: (414) 431-2255 

EMAIL: Angelique@havenwoods.org 

MAILING ADDRESS: 

Villard Avenue BID #19, 

C/o Havenwoods EDC 

6161 N. 64th Street 

Milwaukee. WI 53218 

Facebook: VillardAvenueBID 
Instagram: villardbid19 
Twitter: @vbid19 
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BUSINESS ASSISTANCE AVAILABLTO BUSINESSES 

UNCOVER WHAT’S NEXT 

Grant Guidelines
 Grant awards will reimburse 50% of total

project costs not to exceed $6000

 Grant reimbursement award not to exceed
$3000

 Grant awards may be used in combination
with Milwaukee City Development grant
programs. For more info about city wide
grant programs, please visit https://
city.milwaukee.gov/DCD

 Grant award funds can be allocated
among façade, signs and safety
improvements.

 Applicants will complete this application
include 2 quotes for each desired use.
Awardee will allow site visits by the BID
Grant Committee to review the eligibility
and progress of the project.

Facade improvements must be in compliance with 
Milwaukee City Development Guidelines. If you are 
unsure please contact Kermiath McClendon at 
414-286-5820 or by email at
Kmccle@milwaukee.gov

Connect with BID #19

mailto:kmccle@milwaukee.gov
mailto:Angelique@havenwoods.org


Villard Avenue BID 
C/o Havenwoods EDC 
6161 N. 64th Street 
Milwaukee. WI 53218 

THANKS TO OUR PARTNERS: 

ABOUT THE VILLARD AVENUE BUSINESS IMPROVEMENT DISTRICT (BID) #19 

Established in 1997, the Villard Avenue Business Improvement 

District (BID) #19 is located on Villard Avenue from N 29th Street 

to N 42nd Street. The boundaries also include buildings on key 

side streets that intersect with Villard Avenue between 29th and 

42nd Streets. With an average daily traffic count of 13,400 

vehicles, the Villard Avenue BID #19 is home to  110 

commercial business parcels with abundant opportunity for new 

investment. Residents and visitors  enjoy  the  convenience  of 

our national franchises such as CVS Pharmacy, U.S. Bank, 

Wells Fargo, Cousins Subs, and McDonald's. 

Our public amenities such as the Villard Square Library, Smith 

Park, and the ArtHaus, attract patrons to Villard Avenue supporting 

local businesses. For both the residents that call Milwaukee home, 

and families that enjoy the amenities that urban main streets offer, 

the Villard Avenue BID #19 boasts blocks of walkable streets,  in 

a community with a wide range and mix of commercial use. We 

are undergoing strategic revitalization and support our businesses 

in many ways. We partner with business owners to ensure they are 

operating at their fullest potential. Villard Avenue BID #19 is 

committed to supporting and promoting our district and advertising 

our businesses. 

MAP SOURCE: Villard Avenue Revitalization Plan, 2007 
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