
MESSAGE FROM THE BOARD 

Building on our efforts last year to develop the vision report for the Villard BID, we 
have accomplished two major goals in 2020.  Though the pandemic caused us to 
modify the process, we nonetheless completed a charrette that focused on 
five sites.  The program through UWM’s School of Architecture and Urban 
Planning brought Architects and stakeholders together to develop “what if” plans for the 
selected sites.  The goal was to generate realistic possibilities based on the BIDs 
vision that will be used to create interest for potential investors.

The expansion of the BID’s formal boundary was our other big effort.  Approved by 
the Common Council in September, we now have an additional 114 properties.  
The added revenue will allow the BID to better serve the District 
and also increases the diversity of business types that will help us draw 
customers to our area. The BID Board’s focus for the past two years was primarily 
on establishing planning elements.  For 2021, we intend to take more 
tangible actions based on this foundation.  Drawing customers to the District and 
building the business base will be our new focus. 

With this in mind, know that we understand how difficult 2020 has been for 
many businesses due to the pandemic.  The Board will continue to assist on this issue 
where we can.  If you have ideas on programs for us to consider – on the pandemic 
or any other issue – please let us know.  The Board is always open to new ideas, 
and we encourage building and business owners to attend our meetings and 
perhaps consider joining the Board.

Our best to you – be safe,

Jeff Hanewall- BID #19 Board President 
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VILLARD AVENUE CHARRETTE: A NEW DESIGN FOR THE DISTRICT

An integral piece in the development for the revitalization of 
BID #19 is creating plans that we can champion and use to 
advocate for the resources needed to make them happen. Our 
top priority in all of our district plans includes the participation 
and public input provided by various stakeholders of Villard 
Avenue. For our design charrette, community input was 
gathered in a variety of ways. In February and March 2020, 
three visioning sessions were held to solicit feedback from 
stakeholders regarding the future of selected properties on 
Villard Avenue. The focus groups facilitated by Carolyn 
Esswein, and her team from UWM Community Design 
Solutions were designed to solicit feedback from stakeholders 
which included residents, business owners, investors and 
partners. 

The focus groups were held to re-envision key properties that 
were identified as a priority from the community visioning 
sessions that were held in May 2019, in addition to building 
owners who volunteered to participate. Three of the sites 
included the City owned former Villard Library and theater 
buildings as well as the redesign of the entire street. The other 
two sites were the former Marineland buildings, and the two 
buildings on the corner of 36th and Villard. 

Above Alderman Ashanti Hamilton, Amy Oeth and James Hannig from the City of 
Milwaukee Department of City Development (DCD), and residents participating in 
our charrette focus group led by UWM Community Design 
Solutions(CDS). February 2020
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Charrette  Developers/ Investors Focus Group
3/9/20

Charrette Resident Focus 
Group    2/20/20   

Charrette Business Owner Focus Group 
3/20/20

During the focus groups that were held prior to the pandemic, UWM CDS asked those in attendance questions about 
new and/or expanded uses for the properties, and specific design ideas.  The first day of the virtual charrette 
consisted of the architects presenting their initial use and soliciting stakeholder input. Afterward the architectural firms 
refined their designs to reflect feedback and presented updated concepts on day two. Final design renderings were 
produced and incorporated into a report  that you can find on our website www.villardave.com/initiatives.

The focus groups coupled with an online survey in addition to the two virtual charrette planning days helped to better 
inform BID #19 as we plan a range of program options to further strengthen the corridor, as well as identify 
development ideas for properties that are currently vacant or vulnerable to change.  The intent of the charrette process 
is to explore and evaluate development possibilities. It is not intended to imply that the ideas are guaranteed by 
developers, land owners, or the City of Milwaukee. Ultimately, the goal is to build on existing revitalization plans and 
create an up to date strategy for the revitalization of Villard Avenue. 

Facebook: VillardBID / Instagram: villardbid Twitter: @villardbid
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Concerns of priority that were brought to us in our community visioning sessions from May 2019 that were shared with 
our Architectural partner, the SmithGroup for site# 1, were about the streetscape. As outlined in our district's strategic 
action plan, one of the top priorities of the Villard Avenue Business Improvement District is to increase the public 
safety on Villard Avenue. The SmithGroup received additional feedback and input from businesses, residents, and 
stakeholders at the focus groups and during our virtual charrette as well. Based on the information that they received, 
the SmithGroup incorporated several streetscaping improvements including the creation of bike lanes, improved 
pedestrian crossings, additional transit stops, and other furnishings including public art and the incorporation of green

infrastructure as seen above on the Hopkins street lot design. The design for the city owned Hopkins lot calls for a 
flexible open plaza that can host neighborhood events, and public art. The design also incorporated more 
vegetation, and a rain garden to treat run off from the street right of way.  There is also a series of connecting walks 
that can allow for residents to exercise, walk their pets or sit down and meet a friend for lunch.  The east side allows 
for vehicular allows connection to the alley which affords access for food trucks, equipment delivery, tent set up etc.  
As we move forward with championing our streetscaping plans for the district, we will also include the new BID 
expansion areas which includes side streets that connect with Villard that stretches from Custer Avenue (Silver 
Spring on Teutonia) to Hampton Avenue.

Vacant lot at intersection of Villard Ave. & Hopkins St Source: 

SmithGroup/Villard Charrette Report

Same lot at intersection of Villard Ave. & Hopkins St with 
enhancements
Source: SmithGroup/Villard Charrette Report
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VILLARD AVENUE CHARRETTE: A NEW DESIGN FOR THE 
DISTRICT

Existing intersection of 35th St & Villard 

Avenue Source: SmithGroup

intersection of 35th St & Villard Avenue with enhancements 

Source:  SmithGroup

Stephanie Harling
Highlight
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Villard Avenue BID #19 Brings Milwaukee's First Virtual Charrette

Site #2, Built in 1926, and one of the most notable key properties in the neighbhorhood that was of top priority for the 
residents, businesses, and stakeholders is the Historic RITZ/Villa Theater in our district. The community shared with 
our architectural partner Galbraith Carnahan that they wanted to see the building reactivated again as an 
entertainment venue in the district.  Community input that we received was that there was a need and desire for 
performance space, with creative arts classes or office space in the second floor.  The nearly 100 year old theater 
holds special memories in the hearts and minds of our community. However, the theater suffered significant water 
damage resulting in mold. It was determined that the best route to restore the theater was to preserve the facade (the 
street facing front portion of the building), and completely rebuild it with a more up to date, innovative, and feasible 
design as pictured above. This design includes a back parking lot and ticket booth that are easily accessible with two 
northern building entries and parking that can be shared by the district when not used for theater events. 

UNCOVER WHAT’S NEXT 

Orginally opened as the Ritz Theater, in 1926, the Historic Villa 
Theater still stands in the corridor and is one of the most 
cherished memories of residents who lived in or patronized 
Villard Avenue. 

www.JanesWalkMKE.org.

Preserving the original Facade of the Historic Theater, the new 
renderings above are designs resulting from the focus groups 
and online Charrette of the theater as as a new open air space 
theater.

Site #3 consists of two adjacent buildings on the corner of 36th and Villard. Our design partner Dan Beyer Architects 
received input from the community for a redaptive use of the building into a more active business space. Their design 
proposes a food hall with a commercial kitchen that serves the food hall vendors on the first floor. Outdoors activities 
would be an extension of indoor food hall activities providing additional seating, street dining, and a back patio along 
with a "farm to table" garden area. 

BELOW: The redesign of active 
use of the backspace of the 
building after incorporating 
community input. 

ABOVE: The adapted use of the 
same building after 
incorporating community input

BELOW: The redesign of active use 
of the back space of the building 
after incorporating community 
input

ABOVE:  The current building 
and its condition which is 
currently operating as a daycare.

Facebook: VillardBID / Instagram: villardbid Twitter: @villardbid
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Villard Avenue BID #19 Brings Milwaukee's First Virtual Charrette

UNCOVER WHAT’S NEXT 

www.JanesWalkMKE.org.

Site #5 is a building that was formerly the home of the Milwaukee Public Library Villard Avenue branch. This property is 
currently owned by the City of Milwaukee and was assigned to Engberg Anderson Architects to redesign for the 
charrette. Community input that was received called for this property to be a catalytic development to help revitalize the 
district, support small businesses, and provide housing.  The design concepts for this building includes a business 
incubator with vendors, retail, a commercial kitchen, coffee shop, event spaces, meeting rooms, and Housing. Next 
spring we expect an RFP to be released for the city owned sites and we are working with private owners to support the 
redevelopment of their buildings. Additionally, we are working on behalf of our BID, in collaboration with the City of 
Milwaukee to bring resources for infrastructure improvements, street design, and street calming initiatives.
To watch the videos about these proposed developments or read the entire report please visit villardave.com and click 
on initiatives. Thank you to all of our partners who helped make our virtual charrette a success!
Facebook: VillardBID / Instagram: villardbid Twitter: @villardbid

Site # 4 is the former Marineland Pet store and warehouse buildings. Input was shared with our design partners Quorum 
Architects that the community wanted to see the building reactivated again primarily for pet use. Other potential uses 
were recommended for possible office space, a commercial kitchen,and a coffee shop. Final design concepts show the 
first floor of Marineland's main building continue on as a full service pet and supplies retail store. Renderings for the 
warehouse building proposes a "pet themed" coffee shop such as aquariums in the walls, and a pet groomer leasing 
space in the rear. Additional ideas were gathered to activate the parking lot to include having mobile Veterinarians or 
Humane Society pet clinics to compliment the business services offered. 



VILLARD BID KICKS OFF LARGE SCALE PUBLIC ART PROJECT

During this pandemic summer 2020, the Villard Avenue BID 
launched it's "Visual Vibes on Villard," project, a large scale 
public art installment that comes in the form of building murals 
as part of our public art initiative. We have already installed 
community art on our bus stops, and our vision with this project 
was to incorporate community input from last year's visioning 
sessions coupled with the charrette feedback to align with the 
goals outlined by the BID. Our intention is to grow the cultural 
arts footprint in our district as a Cultural Arts, Entertainment, 
and Artisan business district. 

Our artist call specifically sought out to commission local artists 
from our city to inspire our community with their art, and 
showcase their work and talents. Our themes were health &  
wellness, environmental conservation, neighborhood history, 
cultural, & community pride.  We wish to help our business 
distrct flourish by inviting our city to come and stop and enoy 
our art in hopes that they would look around and also see 
some of the other amazing offerings our community has to 
share. 

Facebook: VillardBID / Instagram: villardbid / Twitter: @villardbid PAGE 6

Top Left: "Uhuru Sasa- Community, Culture & 
Commerce" - 3120 W. Villard Avenue by artist Ras Ammar 
Nsoroma. Theme: Cultural Pride

Top Right: " Fire in The Sky"- 5268 N. 35th St. by artist 
Justin Suarez aka Aerosol Kingdom. Theme: 
Environmental Conservation

Middle Left: "Old North Milwaukee Evolves Together" - 
5151 N. 35th St. by Artist Kevin Soens. Theme: 
Community Pride

Middle Right: "Our Mothers"- 3903 W. Villard Avenue by 
Artist Byada Meredith. Theme: Community Pride

Botton Left: "Our Devotion To The Ocean" - 5268 N. 35th 
St. Lead Artist: Chacho Lopez. Asst. Artist: Ben Starke. 
Theme: Environmental Conservation

Bottom Right: "Healthy Choices" - 5346/48 N. 35th St. by 
Artist Teresa Sahar. Theme: Health & Wellness

THANK YOU!! This  project would not be possible without the 
following partners, and a generous contribution form an anonymous 

donor:



VILLARD BID KICKS OFF LARGE SCALE PUBLIC ART PROJECT

On September 26th 2020 through October 11th, 2020 
the Villard Avenue BID once again collaborated with 
Historic Milwaukee Inc. to debut our newly installed 
building murals in our district for our city's annual DOORS 
OPEN MILWAKEE EVENT! 

Prior to the Coronavirus epidemic, this two-day event, this 
event has historically in partnership with local businesses, 
offered behind the scenes tours of more than 170 
buildings throughout Milwaukee’s downtown and 
neighborhoods. This year we participated in a socially 
disctanced wall crawl where our friends, family, 
neighbors, and visitor could partipated with their families 
on a self guided tour of our murals. 

UNCOVER WHAT'S NEXT 

• "Healthy Choices" by local Artist & designer Teresa Sahar is a wellness themed mural to encourage our community to
make healthy choices.  New to working at the scale of her new mural Sahar says she is most excited about the prospect of
having her art reach so many people through a community mural. Sahar’s mural “Healthy Choices” is painted on two 8’x 6’
panels featuring a woman’s hands holding an assortment of brightly colored fruit.

• "Uhuru Sasa Community, Cultural, & Commerce" by award winning Milwaukee based artist Ras Ammar Nsoroma is a
culturally themed mural aimed at promoting positive and inspiring cultural messages to our community. Nsoroma is a
professional muralist, portraitist, and mixed media painter of African descent. His work centers around the spiritual, cultural,
and political consciousness of the African Diaspora. Over the past three decades he has created dozens of murals in cities
around the nation. Nsoroma’s mural "Uhuru Sasa (Freedom Now) Community, Culture & Commerce" is painted on a 30’ x
15’ wall featuring a harmonious montage of people in community, natural elements in balance and multi-cultural symbols of
renewal.

• "Our Mothers" -  is a community pride themed mural installed by Byada Meredith and is our project's second largest mural
measuring 35'x15.' Meredith is a Milwaukee based artist from Thailand. Over the past decade of living in Milwaukee,Meredith
has continued to expand her extensive background in art education at UW Stevens Point. Celebrating the strength, resilience
and beauty of motherhood, Meredith’s mural, “She is the rock that we embrace through storms, she is the life giving flow, she
is the joy and the spirit that we breathe. She is our mother."

• "Fire in the Sky"-  is an Environmental Conservation themed mural of a great horned owl that was painted by New York
Based Artist Justin Suarez of "Aerosol Kingdom." This mural was donated to the Visual Vibes on Villard project by the Artist
with a recommendation from Wallpapered City LLC as a contribution to promote positive messages about protecting our
planet.

• "Our Devotion To The Ocean" - by Lead Artist Chacho Lopez, and assistant artist Ben Starke of Painting it Forward is an
Environmental Conservation themed mural aimed at promoting positive messages around protecting our planet.   Born and
raised in Milwaukee, Lopez is a tattoo artist at Walkers Point Tattoo Company, and resides in the Villard District with his wife
and children. Raised in a proud Mexican family, Lopez attributes his development of artistic style to his father, a tattoo artist
and construction worker, and his uncle who was a graffiti artist. Lopez sees his painting as a way of giving back to his
community and making his family proud. Lopez's mural installation for Visual Vibes on Villard is the largest mural measuring
46’x 14’

• "Old North Milwaukee Evolves Together" - is a community pride themed mural created by Kevin Soens, a freelance
artist and designer from Milwaukee who formerly taught middle school science on the southside of Milwaukee. Soens’ mural
is painted on a 24’ x 12’ panel featured on the Art Haus located at 5151 N 35th St. The design combines the industrial history
of the neighborhood with a present day view of today’s leaders, and tomorrow’s workforce.
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Visual Vibes Muralists at the Villard Business Improvement Artist Appreciation 
Celebration Photo Credit:  Yvonne Kemp

Top Row From Left To Right: Kevin Soens, Chacho Lopez, Ammar Nsoroma, 
Bottom Row From Left To Right: Byada Meredith, Alderman Ashanti Hamilton, Villard 
BID Director, Angelique Sharpe, and Teresa Sahar.

Facebook: VillardBID  Instagram: villardbid Twitter: @villardBID 
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STREET SCAPING:RESTORING VILLARD'S VISUAL VIBRANCY

Facebook: VillardBID  Instagram: villardbid Twitter: @villardBID PAGE 8

Recently the BID has taken 
up multiple streetscaping 
enhancement projects to 
beautify our district. Some of 
the projects that were 
completed during the 
pandemic were the 
installment of hanging 
planters on BID owned light 
poles. Additionally, we placed 
concrete planters on both the 
North and South side sides of 
the intersection of 35th street 
and Villard Avenue. And 
finally, we hired a 
landscaping company to give 
our tree wells a makeover. 
Initially we were dealing with 
overgrowth, and litter co-
mingling with infant and small 
trees that are struggling to 
grow. So we cleaned out, and 
mulched 60 tree wells to give 
our trees a fresh start.

Above are photos of the hanging and concrete planters the BID installed in the district 
this year. Below are after photos of our tree wells after BID hiring a contractor.

Above: condition of the tree wells on Villard. 
Below: the same tree wells after being maintained and 
mulched. 



UNCOVER WHAT’S NEXT 

RESTORING VILLARD'S VISUAL VIBRANCY 

Recognizing that a street is a public place where 
people are able to engage in various activities, the 
Villard Avenue Business Improvement District 
#19 understands that the appearance of our 
business corridor and its visual effect largely 
influences where people interact, and ultimately 
helps define a community’s aesthetic quality, 
economic activity, health, and sustainability. Street 
appearance was also a major concern expressed 
by participants at our visioning sessions and was 
also reported as a district weakness in our surveys. 
Our Board of Directors appreciated all of your 
honesty and has incorporated that feedback into 
the strategic plan for Villard which includes 
intentional beautification efforts. 

Angelique Sharpe, BID #19 manager, has led 
the efforts to restore our business corridor's 
visual vibrancy. As you drive or walk through 
Villard Avenue, we invite you to celebrate with us, 
all of the small efforts that lead to the larger 
victories. On the left and below, we have 
provided photos of streetscaping projects 
completed this year. Stay tuned for more 
enhancements, and we thank you for your continued 
support of Villard Avenue. 

Some of the streetscaping projects that the Villard Avenue BID completed in 2020 included adding neighborhood 
pride banners to our light poles, hiring a youth group to help clean our corridor weekly, and maintaining our 

concrete planters. 

Facebook: VillardBID  Instagram: villardbid Twitter: @villardBID PAGE 9

Great Lakes Community Conservatory Corps (GLCCC) Street 
Beautification Team cleaning the business corridor



VILLARD BUSINESSES SPOTLIGHT 
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Poshmetics Cosmetics

Poshmetics Cosmetics is a beauty brand offering makeup services, highlighters, 
and brow pencils. Founder, Keerah Yeowang, has two storefronts one located at 
5229 N 35th St. Milwaukee Wisconsin, 53209 and another in Kisumu Kenya.  Inspired 
by her early modeling career, Yeowang became a freelance makeup artist which 
sparked her passion for Posh Cosmetics. Yeowang has been a makeup artist for 7 years 
and founded Posh Cosmetics in 2016, opening her storefront on Villard avenue in 
2017. Posh Cosmetics provides full and half face makeup services with strip lash 
applications as well as selling brow pencils and beaming highlighters. Due to the 
pandemic, makeup services are by appointment only. Aiming to promote the well 
being of a person by encouraging confidence and self esteem through makeup, 
Posh Cosmetics helps women look and feel their best. 

Bodies Event
Bodies Event is an event planning service offering full event planning, event 
space, decor rental, travel decor, custom cakes, flyers, web page design, 
backdrop design for photoshoots, and logo designing. Bodies Event plans for 
babyshowers, weddings, birthdays, parties, professional, prom, meetings, and 
more! Founded in Nigeria in 2008 migrated to Milwaukee in 2019, Bodies Event 
is a family of artistic creators with a love and passion for design. Offering their 
wide variety of professional design skills such as carpentry, interior design, 
digital design, programming, and more to make your event and vision into an 
unforgettable happy memory. Villard Avenue welcomes Bodies Event opening 
their location March of 2020 at 5235 N 35th St. Milwaukee Wisconsin, 53209. 

Keerah Yeowang, owner of 
Poshmetics, and also the newly 
crowned Mr. & Mrs. Black America's 
Ms. Wisconsin.

Full Face Makeup Services by 
Keerah Yeowang

Facebook: VillardBID  Instagram: villardbid Twitter: @villardBID 
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VILLARD AVENUE BUSINESS IMPROVEMENT DISTRICT EXPANDS TO SUPPORT 
ADDITIONAL NEIGHBORHOOD BUSINESSES

After listening to the concerns of businesses that are in the 
neighborhood that reside outside of the current BID boundaries, the 
Villard BID Board of Directors petitioned the City of Milwaukee for 
an expansion that would include their businesses in our 
revitalization efforts. We feel like the future of the north side of 
Milwaukee depends on stakeholder’s willingness to invest in their 
own community. We also feel like businesses should be able to 
direct their own resources to meet their needs. 

We are excited to continue the momentum that we have enjoyed on 
the Villard Ave. retail corridor and create that same energy in the 
expanded territory. This is an opportunity to raise the exposure and 
bring enhanced services to an area of Milwaukee that has been 
historically under served. The newly expanded BID will focus on 
bringing its successful community-improvement initiatives to the 
entire neighborhood– including efforts such as working with the City 
Department of Development and Department of Public Works to 
improve infrastructure and pedestrian safety. 

UNCOVER WHAT’S NEXT 

Above: Common Council Approved BID Expansion Area

As the BID continues its work with Milwaukee City 
Development & the Dept. of Public works to improve the 
infrastructure and pedestrian ways of the neighborhood, the 
new BID expansion will have advocacy from the BID. The 
additional businesses and revenue allows us to expand our 
streetscape enhancements program for beautification and 
maintain order on the street to include litter clean up, urban 
forestry maintenance and blight reductio. Businessss 
retention programs such as façade, security, and 
landscaping grants will now be available to businesses in the 
expanded territory. Additionally the Villard BID will include the 
new expansion area in our business promotion, and increase 
awareness of overlooked and underappreciated businesses 
located on our side streets that connect with Villard to include 
Teutonia and Hampton Avenue.    We will connect new 
businesses in the expansion with MPD to improve working 
relationships and increase safety. We can assist with 
navigating building permits, code enforcement, expansions 
and new development. We intend to create fruitful 
partnerships with manufacturers in this expansion to enable a 
better connection between employment and residents.

Through this expansion, we will be able to advocate and 
provide our services for more than just Villard Avenue and 
include more of our neighborhood. Being a part of a BID 
brings a level of accountability to businesses that otherwise 
wouldn’t be there. We want the entire city to know what we 
have available for retail, and jobs etc. Ultimately our goal is to 
restore the once upon a time, self-sustaining community that 
offered the amenities that other communities have been 
privileged  to enjoy. 

Facebook: VillardBID  Instagram: villardbid Twitter: @villardBID 
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Northwest Side CDC Farmers Market North Side Pop-up Farmers 
Market Visits Villard Avenue!-  by Sarah Bregant

 Northwest Side Community Development Corporation (NWSCDC) was excited to host a pilot series of
north side Pop-up Farmers Markets in 2020 to bring fresh food options to the neighborhoods we serve and 
support local small businesses. We received a grant from the City of Milwaukee Department of City 
Development's Fresh Food Access Fund to conduct the markets, which each included healthy cooking 
demonstrations by Chef Artaynia Westfall of The Nest Culinary School. Eighteen Milwaukee-based vendors 
participated in the series, and more than 500 people attended. The second market in the series, held on 
Tuesday, August 18 in the parking lot of the Ascension All Saints Family Health Center, was the most 
successful market, with more than 200 attendees, at least 45 of whom came from the Lincoln Park 
neighborhood

NWSCDC is looking forward to continuing to work on expanding fresh food access in the neighborhoods 
we serve in 2021 and beyond. Feedback from customers and vendors was very positive and shows there is 
a lot of pent-up demand for fresh and healthy food on Milwaukee's north side. If you're interested in being 
part of a 2021 market series or would like to learn more, contact Sarah Bregant, NWSCDC's Community 
Development Specialist at sarah.b@nwscdc.org or at 414-444-8200 x.8104 

TAKING BACK OUR STREETS
By Danitra Jones-Coalition for Safe Driving MKE

Traffic safety has become a huge concern on our streets. Repeated hit-and-
run crashes have occurred in the City of Milwaukee within the past several 
years causing tragedy and distress for families and entire neighborhoods. 
Driving recklessly has become the new normal. Motorists running red lights 
and stop signs, drivers not yielding to pedestrians in the crosswalk, cars 
operating in bicycle lanes, and vehicles speeding at excessive rates have all 
become too familiar on Milwaukee’s streets.  Recent crashes and fatalities 
due to reckless driving point to an urgent need for a solution that will make 
the roads a safer place for all who walk, bike, and drive. 

In an effort to combat reckless driving on a community level, we are seeking 
partnership with local organizations and community members to educate 
and raise the awareness of this critical issue and make necessary changes 
to reverse this trend. The Coalition for Safe Driving MKE is seeking your 
support and suggestions. Please join us in advocating for safe driving on 
our streets. Check out Coalition for Safe Driving MKE on Facebook or email 
us at coalitionforsavedrivingmke@gmail.com and join our campaign to 
reduce reckless driving and promote safety on our streets.Accident on 8/29/20 near 68th & 

Capitol source: Fox 6

Traffic accident near 68th and Captiol. 
Photo credit Fox 6 News Milwaukee 
8/29/20



ACCEPTABLE FAÇADE 

GRANT USES: 

SECURITY CAMERAS 
 EXTERIOR LIGHTING 
 PERMANENT SIGNAGE 
 AWNINGS 
 SHATTER RESISTANT

WINDOWS
 (windows must not be damaged  &
must be coupled with at least one other 
façade improvement.) 

 LANDSCAPING

ABOVE & BELOW are photos of Carter's Christian Academy
Facade Improvements: made possible through the 
collaboration of BID #19 's Facade, Safety, & 
Signage Grant, and business owner.Andre Carter

(Must be visible from the street. If grant 
issued for landscape only, the building’s 
façade must not have any exterior code 
violations.) 

NOTICE: Applicants can only apply once during each funding cycle which are from January 
to June and from July to December. BID #19 reserves the right to change or modify grant 
program requirements, guidelines and /or funding cycles. 

FACTS ABOUT VILLARD AVENUE 

Are you a business in need of financial assistance to make exterior upgrades to your business? If so, the Villard 
Avenue BID has reimbursement grants available to businesses that partner with us to make facade improvements. 

DID YOU KNOW ?

The neighborhood that the Villard BID sits in is known by the name "Old North 
Milwaukee," and has been known by several names in the past. It started out as 
the "Schwarzburg hamlet" within Granville named after an early German settler, 
Christian Schwarzburg. This hamlet (neighborhood) with its own post office, 
was centered on 35th and Villard, and was one of nearly 50 hamlets in 
Granville, but was the only one that ever incorporated as its own town "North 
Milwaukee" with Villard Avenue as it's arterial business corridor. The 
development of railroad lines were established and intersected just west of the 
Hamlet. In turn, the railroads attracted industry in the latter years of the19th 
century, included Wisconsin Bridge & Iron Company and the Meiselbach 
Bicycle Company with one noted employee- William Harley.  William S. Harley 
took an interest in the early development of the bicycle while working at the 
Meiselbach Bicycle Company which fueled his fascination with mechanics and 
engineering. With his friend Arthur Davidson, he began outfitting bicycles with a 
motorized engine. In 1903 Harley, Davidson, and Davidson's two brothers 
formed the Harley-Davidson Motor Company, soon the world's preeminent 
motorcycle manufacturer.

Source:http://www.neighborhoodsinmilwaukee.org/Old%20North%
20Milwaukee.pdf

Facebook: VillardBID  Instagram: villardbid Twitter: @villardBID

Havenwoods Neighborhood Partnership

Executive Director: Stephanie Harling

Villard BID Director:
Angelique Sharpe

CALL: (414) 431-2255 

EMAIL: Angelique@havenwoods.org 

MAILING ADDRESS: 

Villard Avenue BID #19, 
c/o Havenwoods 
6161 N. 64th Street 
Milwaukee. WI 53218 
Facebook: VillardBID Instagram: villardbid 
Twitter: @villardbid
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BUSINESS ASSISTANCE AVAILABLE TO BUSINESSES
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Grant Guidelines
 Grant awards will reimburse 50% of total

project costs not to exceed $6000

 Grant awards may be used in combination
with Milwaukee City Development grant
programs. For more info about city wide
grant programs, please visit https://
city.milwaukee.gov/DCD


Grant award funds can be allocated
among façade, signs, safety 
improvements,and landscaping.

 Applicants will complete this application &
include 2 quotes for each desired use.
Awardee will allow site visits by the BID
Grant Committee to review the eligibility
and progress of the project.

 All properties must have contributed to the
BID (Taxes must be up to date).
Facade improvements must be in compliance with
Milwaukee City Development Guidelines. If you are
unsure please contact Natanael Martinez at:
Natanael.Martinez@milwaukee.gov

Connect with BID #19

mailto:kmccle@milwaukee.gov
mailto:Angelique@havenwoods.org


UNCOVER WHAT’S NEXT 

YOU'RE INVITED:  Come 
and celebrate the 

accomplishments that 
we have had our district 
this year and learn about 
whats to come in 2021!

Villard Avenue BID Virtual Annual 
Meeting & Report Out

• The Historic Villard Avenue Charrette Design

• The Villard Avenue BID Expansion

• Visual Vibes on Villard Building Mural Project

• 1st Annual Business District Award Recipients

TIME: 4:30 PM WHEN: Wednesday, November 18th, 2020  
WHERE:  Virtual zoom meeting  

Please RSVP to: Angelique@havenwoods.org OR to 414-431-2255
*meeting information will be emailed to all RSVPs*

Uncover What's Next on Villard Avenue! 

This 2020 pandemic year has brought about many changes that have 
shifted our nation, affected our personal lives, and altered many of our 
businesses. However, throughout this year, our Business Improvement 
District has worked on your behalves to help plan our district, beautify 
our district, and advocate for resources to help revitalize our district. 
Please come and celebrate our accomplishments and learn about what 
our plans are to help continue revitalizing the original downtown of the 
Northside of Milwaukee!  

                  Noteworthy projects completed that will be discussed are:



UNCOVER WHAT’S NEXT 

Join Us for a Conversation 
About the Future.

Villard Avenue BID Expansion 
Virtual Community Meeting

Discussion Topics Include:

• What do you feel are priorities for the BID to undertake?

• What assistance does your business need (funding, employment etc)

• What beautification and/or infrastructure improvements are of priority to you?

When: Tuesday,  December 8th, 2020 
Where:  Virtual zoom meeting  

 4:30p
Meeting info will be emailed to registrants

Please RSVP to: Angelique@havenwoods.org OR to 414-431-2255

Uncover What's Next on Villard Avenue! 

In this wave of uncertainty we are facing on a national scale, local efforts 
to revitalize our neighborhoods have never been more important  than 
right now.   During this recent period of economic uncertainty, many 
businesses have had to pivot to kickstart their growth, and need 
advocacy and support from their local business improvement districts. 

We invite you to join us for a discussion on how this BID Expansion 
can further your business, improve the community around you, and 

be your advocate!



Villard Avenue BID 
C/o Havenwoods EDC 
6161 N. 64th Street 
Milwaukee. WI 53218 

THANKS TO OUR PARTNERS: 

ABOUT THE VILLARD AVENUE BUSINESS IMPROVEMENT DISTRICT (BID) #19 

Established in 1997, the Villard Avenue Business Improvement 
District (BID) #19 is located on Villard Avenue from N 29th Street 
to N 42nd Street. The boundaries also include buildings on key 
side streets that intersect with Villard Avenue between 29th and 
42nd Streets. With an average daily traffic count of 13,400 
vehicles, the Villard Avenue BID #19 is home to  110 
commercial business parcels with abundant opportunity for new 
investment. Residents and visitors  enjoy  the  convenience  of 
our national franchises such as CVS Pharmacy, U.S. Bank, 
Wells Fargo, Cousins Subs, and McDonald's. 

Our public amenities such as the Villard Square Library, 
Smith Park, and the ArtHaus, attract patrons to Villard Avenue 
supporting local businesses. For both the residents that call 
Milwaukee home, and families that enjoy the amenities that urban 
main streets offer, the Villard Avenue BID #19 boasts blocks of 
walkable streets,  in a community with a wide range and mix of 
commercial use. We are undergoing strategic revitalization and 
support our businesses in many ways. We partner with business 
owners to ensure they are operating at their fullest potential. 
Villard Avenue BID #19 is committed to supporting and 
promoting our district and advertising our businesses. 

MAP SOURCE: Villard Avenue Revitalization Plan, 2007 
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